A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
York, the younger of the two boys whom Richard III had
imprisoned and perhaps murdered in the Tower. Many of those
who met him could remember the young Prince as he had been
nine years before, and though there must be a difference
between a boy of eleven and a young man of twenty, a similarity
of feature can certainly be appreciated. This young man had
been patronized by the French court and treated there as the
legitimate King of England, with a large train of Yorkist
English gentry about him. When Henry had made peace with
France this youth had to leave the French court for that of the
Duchess of Burgundy; she recognized him as her nephew, and
Clifford, who was later bribed by Henry but who was at this
moment independent, confirmed Margaret of Burgundy's
decision. His word had great weight, for in the past he had
known the young Prince well. The Emperor Maximilian also
received the young man and took him without a doubt to be
what he claimed to be.
If it should be generally believed in England that a Plan-
tagenet had indeed appeared alive, the true son of Edward IV,
Henry's throne would not have held. He met the crisis by
starting a terror. At the end of 1494 he ordered certain execu-
tions, not very numerous, but acting at 'key points/ getting rid
of men who were accused of corresponding with jthe claimant
Henry also intrigued unsuccessfully to get the claim disavowed
abroad, and early in 1495 he produced a great effect by putting
to death his stepfather, Sir William Stanley, by whose brother
the battle of Bosworth had been won. Henry had further done
everything he could to bring the claimant into disrepute by
spreading stories of his base origin, affirming that he was a
certain Osbert, called Warbeck, from Tournai, on the Scheldt,
the, son of humble folk who lived by water-carriage on that
river.
Spending money lavishly on the case, Henry could^ always
produce witnesses to support him, but he did not convince his
opponents. The claimant had not the manners or appearance of
the low birth ascribed to him. His adherents made an attempted
descent upon England at Deal at the Emperor's expense in
July 1495 which failed, but as he himself had not landed he was
still safe. He made a similar attempt just afterwards in Ireland
^rhkb also failed, and then he went on to Scotland, where he was
received in state at Stirling by King James IV» *&d married a

